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Subject Gorddvan BﬁEEa

It 1s ppresumed that the name originally ceme from the city of
Cordoba, 8pain, which was noted for its fine leather menuf acturers
during the Arab civilizetion, and for a long period all leather made
of Horse Hide had been called "Cordovan"., In sbout the middle of

the 19th century, however, this term "Cordovan" has been genereally
applied to leather made from the shell of Horse Butts only (the rear
portion, beginning about 24" from the tall and extending about 24" to
28" on each side.

In the lgtter part of the last century Germany had developed a
comparatively fine process of tanning Shell Cordovan Butéss It has
been and still is known in Germeny as "Shpiegelwahre", which, transe
lated, means "mirror goods", It has been named so on account of the
mirror-like appearance which this leether shows in the shoe after it
is once polishede

The leather, however, waes a 1little too stout, and on occasion

or for speclally tender feet a little too firm, However, in the be=
ginning of this century Shell Cordovan hus been 80 perfected as to
make it a most desirable leather for e fine high clsss shoe, and it
further stands to the credit of the United States' tanners to have
made the greateat progress smo far in the perfection of this ertiole,

Shell Cordovan may be had in any desired welght, from heavy or
medium weight for men's shoes to an L weight for women's shoes, Its
wearing qualities cannot be excelled by any other leather known so
fary i1t'a place for high claas shoea, 8o far as durability and
Bppearance are soncerned, has now been definitely established by
good judges of leather and shoes.

The process of tanning Cordovan Leather had been brought over
to this country approximetely the middle of the last century by
German end Dutch tanneras, This is what brought on the designation
zr :gordwainara" to sll engaged in the manufacture of Cordovan

ea 8Xre

The tenning and currying of Shell Cordovan Leather might be
designated as a "trade within a trade", It requires particular
attention in the tanning, snd tekes especially skillful lsbor to curry
and finish it, It requires more time for tenning and currying than
any other leather, except perhaps bark tanned sole,

It has been generally preaumod'thnt this leather was non-porous,
which theory has since been exploded, Shell Cordovan Leather is
porous, but it's pores are not viaib}p to the naked eye.
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